[Neoadjuvant radiochemotherapy of rectal cancer: our experience].
Postoperative chemoradiotherapy is the recommended standard therapy for patients with locally advanced rectal cancer. In recent years, encouraging results with preoperative radiotherapy have been reported. From 2000 at January 2005 we treated 11 patient and our results suggest that preoperative radiotherapy combined with chemotherapy increases the chances of tumor downstaging and downsizing and facilitates sphincter-sparing surgical procedures.